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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 



POPULAR BIBLICAL STUDIES 

The final instalment of the first volume of the great translation of the 
Old Testament edited by Kautzsch has appeared. The second and final 
volume will contain the Minor Prophets and "The Writings." This 
section before us 1 is all the work of Rothstein and runs from the thirty- 
sixth chapter of Jeremiah through the Book of Ezekiel. The introduction 
to Ezekiel as a whole is brief but clear and frank, not hesitating to say that 
even this book, so long regarded as having come directly from the prophet's 
own hand, has suffered many things at the hands of editors and contains 
some later materials. Each section of the book is preceded by a foreword 
giving the historical situation out of which it came and such other informa- 
tion as is necessary for an intelligent approach to the section. The com- 
ments on the text are attached as footnotes and are rigidly restrained. The 
text itself consists of a new translation which is not content with merely 
carrying the thought of the Massoretic text over into German, but ventures 
to emend that text freely wherever it seems unintelligible. The speedy 
completion of the second volume will give the German Bible student who 
lacks special technical training an excellent compendium of the results 
of modern criticism and interpretation of the Old Testament. 

There have just been issued the first two parts of a new German 
translation and interpretation of the Old Testament intended for the edu- 
cated laity and clergymen. 2 It aims to be less technical than Kautzsch's 
standard work of similar character and so to make its appeal to a larger 
number of readers. All the dry details of textual criticism are omitted, 
though the results of such work are incorporated in the translation. 

1 Die Heilige Schrijt des Alien Testaments, in Verbindung mit Professoren Budde, 
Guthe, Hohcher, Holzinger, Kamphausen, Battel, Lohr, Marti, Rothstein und Steuer- 
nagel, ubersetzt und herausgegeben von E. Kautzsch. Dritte, vollig neu gearbeitete, 
mit Einleitungen und Erklarungen zu den einzelnen Buchern versehene Auflage. 
Dreizehnte bis fiinfzehnte Lieferung. Tubingen: Mohr, 1909. 769-952 pages. 
M. 2.40. 

3 Die Schrijten des Allen Testaments, in Auswahl neu Ubersetzt und fur die Gegen- 
wart erklart von Professoren H. Gressmann, H. Gunkel, Hans Schmidt, und W. 
Staerk. 1. Lieferung, von Professor H. Gressmann. 2. Lieferung, von Professoren 
H. Gressman und W. Staerk. Gottingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1909. 112 + 
48 pages. M. 1.60. 
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Furthermore, the less valuable and edifying parts of the Old Testament 
are likewise left out. This excludes genealogical and statistical materials. 
The arrangement places the translation of a given section first with the 
explanatory material directly following. The interpretative notes deal 
with such matters of introduction as the literary character, the analysis 
of the section, historicity of the narrative, archaeology, and religious ideas. 
The names of the editors guarantee that the work will bear the stamp of 
the new pan-Babylonian school. Gressmann's interpretation of I Samuel 
and the Balaam story here offered is dominated by the ideas made familiar 
to Old Testament scholars by the works of Gunkel, and the Eschatologie 
of Gressmann himself. Staerk's treatment of the lyric poetry of the Old 
Testament is fresh and stimulating. The selections are taken almost 
wholly from the Psalter. Psalms read in the fight of interpretative 
notes such as are given here will glow with new meaning for many, even 
though long familiar with the phraseology of the Psalter. It is greatly to 
be desired that American and English publishers may feel warranted in 
undertaking more work of a popular character similar to this and the 
Heilige Schrift of Kautzsch. There is a crying need at the present time 
for works such as will make the English-speaking public familiar with the 
results of modern interpretation at its best. 

Professer Kent has reached with the present volume 3 the half-way 
point in the progress of his latest series, "The Historical Bible." Two 
volumes have preceded dealing with the "Heroes and Crises of Early 
Hebrew History " and the ' ' Founders and Rulers of United Israel." Three 
more will follow, one on the post -exilic age, another on the life of Jesus, and 
the third on the apostolic age. For the intelligent layman who desires to 
know what the modern interpretation of the Bible really is and is willing 
to do a little work in order to get that knowledge, this is decidedly the 
best set of books available. The text of the Bible is presented in a new and 
fresh translation, thus bringing old facts and thoughts before the mind in a 
new dress. The text is analyzed into its logical sections and each section 
is followed by the necessary explanatory materials. Little attention is paid 
in the present volume to questions of literary analysis, though the main 
results of said analysis are taken for granted. The utterances of the 
prophets are inserted in the midst of the historical narratives at the points 
where they respectively belong, thus bringing them into immediate con- 
nection with the historical circumstances amid which they originated. A 

3 The Kings and Prophets oj Israel and Judah from the Division of the Kingdom 
to the Babylonian Exile. By C. F. Kent. With Maps and Chart. New York: 
Scribners, 1909. xv+ 323 pages. $1.00. 
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list of books for collateral reading is furnished in the Appendix, together 
with topics for further investigation. The volume as a whole seems 
admirably adapted to the accomplishment of the author's purpose. 

Professor Mitchell's Genesis* constitutes the first of the Old Testament 
commentaries to appear in the series edited by Professor Shailer Mathews. 
It sets a high level for its successors. The aim of the series is "to place 
the results of the best modern scholarship at the disposal of the general 
reader." The main characteristics of the series as stated in the general 
editor's preface are: "(1) its rigid exclusion of all processes, both critical 
and exegetical, from its notes; (2) its presupposition and its use of the 
assured results of historical investigation and criticism wherever such 
results throw light on the biblical text; (3) its running analysis both in 
text and comment; (4) its brief explanatory notes adapted to the rapid 
reader; (5) its thorough but brief introductions; (6) its use of the Revised 
Version of 1881, supplemented with all important renderings in other ver- 
sions." The introduction to this volume is confined almost entirely to the 
simplest and clearest possible statement of the composition of the Book of 
Genesis as it is now understood. The modern point of view is taken as 
a matter of course throughout the volume. The sources to which the 
various sections of the text of Genesis are to be assigned is indicated by 
the appropriate letters upon the margin. The commentary as a whole is 
more modern in its attitude than the Cambridge Bible series, but less full 
than the New-Century Bible which it most closely resembles. It is well 
suited to the needs of a Sunday-school class of ordinary intelligence. 

John Merlin Powis Smith 
The University of Chicago 
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In his second volume 1 Professor Otto carries forward the discussion 
of the economic position of the temple which had already been begun in the 
first volume. The sacerdotal organization in Egypt is the earliest national 
priestly body which clearly emerges into historical certainty in the Orient — 
or anywhere else for that matter. As far back as the sixteenth century 
b. c. we can discern the tendency toward combination among the separate 
temple communities. By the early fifteenth century the temples of Egypt 

4 Genesis. ["The Bible for Home and School."] By H. G. Mitchell. New 
York: Macmillan, 1909. vii + 379 pages. $0.90. 

1 Priester und Tempel im hellenistischen A egypten. Ein Beitrag zur Kulturgeschichte 
des Hellenismus. Von Walter Otto. ZweiterBand. Leipzig: Teubner, 1908. vi + 417 
pages. M. 14. 



